VY 3 N R
) VATGEET
< ISINMTWAN
> NORNION

D
(7730
ic Housing




KEY TERMS

When something falls from a higher to lower quality. In this
context, when public housing maintenance was neglected by
the government it led to lowering the quality sewage,
electricity, water, gas, and other basic services.

A campaign launched in the 1970s by the U.S. government in
an effort to control Black and Brown communities through
increased penalties, policing, stigma, and incarceration of
drug users.

A termused to describe environmental injustice within a
racialized context both in practice and policy.

Policies that deregulate government and private businesses,
and defund social programs in favor of business interests or
the “free market”

A federally funded rental assistance program that pays
private landlords the difference between what a low-income
household can contribute and the market rate price.
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Cabrini-Green buildings

k Broken
president, Henry Lee Johns, [
showing her gréat-grandchild ’ - tReI%ppto?esl 4
new metal banisters and screen S a0

she helped get installed (2000) \ ~ Homes (2001)



Following the Civil Rights Movement, [
elected officials politicized low-
level drug use and addiction, leading"
to the indoctrination of drugs being

a crimelgather ghan a %entalthgalth C ll W
issue. is widely interpreted as a

way of repressing communities alls ar
demanding their rights.

There was significant public concern On Drugs

with drug use but activists sought
medical, social and economic support.

Nixon

For example, drug use among white
suburban teens increased
significantly, mang used marijuana to
rebel. White suburban parents, wrote
to the government to ask for suggort
in addressing, thou%h not punis

n ’
erisis. g :

At the same time, nearly I5-I6% of

returning Vietnam militarg service

members were addicted to heroin and

advocates sought medical and mental

hg%}tg iupgorklfgrtghegx. Insgead, the

officials tackle e issue by - NIXON AIDE,
labeling it violent #I public enemy. TS U A

%he Nixgn admigis‘gra}ionica%sl;g% t?g (1994)
ar on Drugs, beginning in .

elevated d%ug us§ to agcriminal m
offense but while plenty of white

people used and were addicted to 1
dru%s, millions of Black and Brown ne 1
individuals were imprisoned at higher
levels than their white counterparts. l

e
of Black and Brown communities., The d
resulted in Black, Brown, low-income,
queer ,and disabled community members IS
being:

youth in this socia

2

Furthermore, proponents pushed
stereotypes that drove investment out

o More likely to be homeless/jobless i

o Barred from public housing and !
Section 8 vouchers

« Sentenced harshly for minor
infractions 0

o Profiled and targeted as drug users

o Stigmatized for using drugs



Moratorium on Housing Subsidy

ames and Katie Nicolson standing on
1@(37% porch looking at destroyed homes,

’
Nixon giving h to Department of . .
Justice during gate scandal in 1973 Nixon passed a moratorium

cutting funding from public housing
in 1974. Nixon and HUD, stated
that the purpose of the moratorium
was to delegate responsibility of
public housing to local, rather than
federal housing authorities.
Guidelines announced that cities
had to purchase properties for new
subsidized housing units, transfer
residents to new homes, while
fixing and selling previous homes
to developers, all within a year.
Unfortunately, city housing
YOUR CHILDREN LIKE authorities fell behind, !eaving
THESE LOW RENT HOMES some resldents uncertain about
R 7T W their housing. The "War on Drugs"
SR CENTRAL ARy £ Mhousing policies made it difficult for,
Clevelandin residents WiFh drug citations?‘ to
v, 2 dvertgemeﬁdr g even qualify for transfers?
affordable housing, 1940




Housing Choice Voucher Program
1974
The Beginning of Section 8

Fair Market Rents Passed by Congress
represent the cost to to aid families
rent a moderately- 2 move out of
gﬁicigcgyeﬁgég§nunit in underfunded urban
narket. Housing g neighborhoods,
authorities cover a esgigia%ly e
portion of the rent and SRR R

utilities to ensure
that a voucher holder
will pay no more than
30% of heir income on
hou51ng

Qualifying for the HCV Program
hapter 3 of GHA's HCY
Citizenship or Eligible Immigration Status
dtizen or U
% Social Security Numbers
? Al members. (ssn).

Criminal Activity

“The ousing Choice
Voucher program is
the nation’s
largest housing
subsidy, serving
2.2 million
families, which is
still only about 25
percent of eligible
households”>




DRUGS AND YOUTH:
rer—

In this act, the section titled — el
“Preventing Drug Abuse in Public — | P ator
Housing” required public housing = Drug-Free [
authorities to include rules in their AN N\ T

leases allowing authorities to CRISts -

terminate the lease immediately if
the tenant or tenants engaged in
drug related activities on or near the
public housing facilities.

These "one strike" policies allowed
authorities to evict public housing . ?
residents immediately if they or a AT AN
guest were suspected of drug use or . JSERRCEENEETNEIN!
possession conference, 198
President Bill
Clinton vocally
supported the
continuity of
these “one
strike” policies
during his
presidency.

New York's Housing Authority
evicted public housing tenants based
simply on an arrest for drug use,
even if there was no conviction in the
end®

5

“IF YOU DEAL DRUGS,
WE'LL PUT YOU OUTY

1989 ANTI-
DRUG
BULLETIN
BOARD AT
HARLEM,
NEW YORK
PUBLIC
HOUSING
PROJECTS,

THE
JOHNSON
HOMES



PUBLIC HOUSING'

. The decline of Public Housing, incline of Seétionf8

The Federal Government Plans such as :
" implemented plans and Section 8 Voucher
programs to cut funding Demonstration,
from public housing to Housing Development
return the “power” to local Action Grant,
 housing authorities by and other rental
creating section 8 housing. | rehabilitation programs

in I983.

Plans called for

demolishing or

rehabilitating

25,000 units in
all.



. NEO-
LIBERAL

POLICIES

In simple words

neoliberalism;
profit over

Image shows the maijorit:
o?ggmdm aﬁo ate(ﬁ toy
big usm(ﬁ s rather tha
social services

Comic depicts common
misunderstandings about
affordable housin

Policies such as the
Homestead Act and the G.I.
Bill reinforced the
ideology that property-
especially housing- was
the best method for
building wealth. This
ideology was further
reinforced with policies
created by the U.S.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development.
Policies such as the Hope
VI and the Rental
Assistance Demonstration
Program contributed to the
demise of public housing.
While neoliberal or
market-based interventions
continue to dominate
policy, movements
advancing non-market
approaches to resolving
the housing crisis are
simultaneously_gaining
traction®



IMPACT
OF THE .
M E D I A Chicago Plans Police Sweep

: R Of Troub[ed HousmgArea
Despite the 1960s Civil Rights
Movements that called for
racial equality in the US,
media representation led to a
widespread association of
public housing residents with
drug use, gang-involvement,
and an over-reliance on AMurderinthe
public assistance® s
Newspapers coined the racist
term "welfare queen” in the
1970s to vilify single Black
mothers as abusmg social
support systems®
Though that was far from the
truth, public housing support
declined among U.S. citizens
in part due to news media
supporting stereotypes as raditio)

Il t polici .
e ‘Welfare queen’
Jalled in Tucson

Pl’Q}ecis

w""""’"“""‘ﬂ-m-n.
'#'

the assumptions. Other forms
of mainstream media such as
movies and television
supported negative
perceptions of public housing. B
Music provided first-hand
accounts of public housing
from residents themselves band.
and served to counter popular
media representations.

1S chargagawitt grapn



PUBLIC HOUSING AND
COUNTERCULTURE

BROKEN GLASS EVERYWHERE/ PEOPLE PISSIN'

ON THE STAIRS, YOU KNOW THEY JUST DON'T
CARE/ \ CAN'T TAKE THE SMELL, CAN'T
TAKE THE NOISE/ GOT NO MONEY TO MOVE
OUT, | GUESS | GOT NO CHOICE/ RATS IN THE

FRONT ROOM, ROACHES IN THE BACK/ QUNKIES

IN THE ALLEY WITH A BASEBALL BAT/ \
TRIED TO6 GET AWAY BUT \ COULDN'T GET
FAR/ CAUSE A MAN WITH A TOW TRUCK
REPOSSESSED MY CAR

Media Representation has
not only pushed negative
stereotypes and
assumptions of Public
Housing residents to a
broader audience, it has
also served as a tool by
Public Housing Residents

—ve mESsae 2 10 tell their side of the story.

GRANDMASTER FLASH AND THE FURIOUS )
Five, 982 Architect” has stated, “The

LER]

GRANDMASTER=.
i
FURIOUS FIVE

A ot Mo sho0 =

=\
Vi

$EE AIN'T A DAY OUT HERE, EVER BORING
WHERE GUNSHOTS KEEP YOU UP INSTEAD OF
HEAVY SNORING

PIPES DRIPPING, INSTEAD OF RIVERS POURING
THE ELEVATOR'S BROKEN DOWN (DAAAAMN!
AND MAN \'M NEEDIN A LIFT

THANK GOD WE DON'T STAY UP ON THE
TWENTYrFIFTH

r FLOOR, YO WE AIN'T ALWAYS AT WAR

\T'S A LOT ABOUT THE PROJECTS \ DO ADORE

r THE PROJECTS (PIAYS)T3

WANDSOME BOY MODELING $cHooL, 1994

Mike Ford "The Hip-Hop

resulting conditions are
what necessitated the birth
of hip-hop culture. The lack
of private space created a
high concentration of
people whose cultures
cross-pollinated and
resulted in the four
elements of hip-hop: DJing,
MC-ing, B-boying, and
graffiti.” In other words, Hip
Hop was born as a result of
many policies that pushed
for high density living
arrangements and a desire
to speak up about them !



80's Hip Hop artists
varied in style and beat,
but most of their
messages were similar.
The housing projects
and boroughs of New
York were in dire need
of reparations and
changes.

Music for many
remained a way to talk
about the issues
regarding public housing

even decades later. For -

example, Open Mike
Eagle’s Brick Body Kids
Still Daydream
discusses trauma of
living in Robert Taylor
and being forced to
move out. In his song
"Brick Body Complex,"
he references the
address of the Robert
Taylor Homes building.

MY OTHER NAME IS 3r9r
2r5/MAKE SURE THAT
MY STORY'S TOLD/\e OR
SO STORIES
HIGH/CONSTRUCTED 55
YEARS AGO

- BRICK BODY COMPLEX"
OPEN MIKE EAGLE, 2017




PUBLIC HOUSING
ON THE BIG

SCREEN

Movies have served as a
visual representation of
public housing.
Unfortunately, many shows
and films have provided
negative perceptions of
public housing that have
propagated stereotypes of
violence, crime, and drug
abuse. For many in the
country, especially those
who do not live near
housing projects, rely on
those visuals to create their
assumptions. The movie
Candyman (1992) presents
Chicago's Cabrini-Green
Homes as the hunting
ground for a boogeyman .
While TV shows like

The Wire (2002)
demonstrate heavy policing,
murders, and drug
trafficking written from a
Baltimore police .
department's perspective .




PUBLIC HOUSING PUBLICITY IN THE 80'S

In 1981, Chicago Mayor Jane Byrne spent, what she described as,
a “lovely” and “very quiet” night in the Cabrini-Green public
housing complex. The mayor and her husband spent the evening
watching the Academy Awards on television. The next day, Byrne
spoke with reporters, explaining her stay at Cabrini-Green
would end only “when I think people can look out the window
and not get shot...we need less fear and more hope.” While some
residents and Chicagoans viewed her temporary residency at
Cabrini-Green as admirable and tenacious, others saw it as a
political stunt; an attempt by Mayor Byrne to gain the Black
and Latinx vote in her upcoming re—election. In retrospect,
the mayor's presence in Cabrini-Green intended to debunk the
stigma around public housing but did not solve the issue
regarding the quality of public housing establishments‘I . .

Jane Byrne and her
husband enjoying a lovely
dinner!

Jane Byrne reaching out to
hi-five Cabrini-Green
residents




TITLE I
URBAN-RURAL RECOVERY ACT
OF 1983

This act resulted in a great transfer of power from the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development to local housing authorities in cities across the
nation. It directed the HUD secretary to expedite the transfer of HUD-owned
multifamily properties to local governments and their housing agencies for the
fiscal years of 1984-5. With the department allocating $3 million for this
demonstration, came restrictions. After local governments and housing agencies
purchased HUD-owned properties, their primary was only to be for residential
purposes and at least 75 percent of the residents had to be earning at or below
80 percent of the area's median household incomé?A 1988 analysis of the
effectiveness of this act proved their was little benefit in granting local
governments and housing agencies more authority in providing low-income
tenants with housing to propel them toward homeownership.

The findings in the analysis concluded the ineffectiveness of local governments'
and housing agencies' ability to provide housing for low-income individuals the
same way HUD did.

mmoamg'f»ﬂ \ %‘e“dﬂg'w%'“ Ser ARORTble
Housing." (c OOS) e



ENVIRONMENTAL
RACISM

Unable to purchase homes, many low-income
residents remained in public housing for their whole
lives. Discriminatory housing practices that pushed
public housing into segregated areas attracted
polluting corporations due to the disproportionately low
property values. The Commission for Racial Justice of
the United Church of Christ published a report in 1987
titled "Toxic Wastes and Race in the United States".
Overall, the report proved that race and
socioeconomic status . - N T
determine how likely \ _ e MR |
someone's homeis e B8 S BT a0
to be located next : AP  SEERARARM. B 4
to a hazardous
waste

site.2!

Communities
with 1 commercial
hazardous waste
facility had

2X

~ the average
minority population
han cormmunities

without

3 82 8@
moke stacks emitting
pollutidn into the air®



THE MOTHER OF
ENVIRONMENTA

Public housing residents were severely 50

impacted by their toxic surrounding :

environment. Today, movements landfills

advocate against the placement of surrounded 250
environmentally hazardous facilities and Altgeld chemical
waste in low-income Black and Brown Cardens slorage lanks
communities. Hazel Johnson, a resident leaked into the
of the Altgeld Gardens public housing groundwaler

project on Chicago's south side, is known
as the mother of the environmental
justice movement. After lung cancer took
her husband's life and her children
experienced respiratory and skin issues
while residents at Altgeld Gardens,
Johnson took action to find the root caus
of the declining health of those living in
the homes. Hazel Johnson discovered
that Altgeld Gardens was literally built o
top of a toxic waste dump and sewage
farm created by the Pullman Palace Car
Company decades before the Johnson's
had moved to the homes in 1962.22

|.-...= This prompted Hazel Johnson to collect data regarding
b the health of her fellow residents. The activist
concluded, based on anecdotes from her neighbors,
that the toxic pollution had led to birth defects,
miscarriages, cancer, and death for many residents.
With support from other residents at Altgeld Gardens,

Hazel Johnson confronted Sherwin-Williams

Paint Co., Waste Management,

Ford Motor Co., and the CHA for allowing

such a toxic environment to exist

in a residential area.

In 1979, Hazel founded People for

Community Recovery (PCR) fighting

against the environmental racism

imposed upon Altgeld Gardens.

This movement eventually spiraled
into a nationwide fight for, o
environmental justicé

¥

AR h / ey N L
\ Hazel Johnson promoting PCR, 1994
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When the Chicago Housing Authority began neglecting maintenance
high rise buildings, such as “The Hole” located in the Robert Taylor
Homes became prime sites of violence and extreme poverty.

¢eONCE
YOU
FALLIN
YOU
CAN'T
GET ouT*’
--Deborah Mardis?*

“As the project filled
with impoverished
people, rent income fell "= .
and maintenance had -
to be cut. Tenants s
threw things off exterior
gangways that linked 'z
apartments,

so they were covered with steel grating, like a prison. Leaks and broken
windows went unfixed. Elevators and hallways reeked of urine.” 25




Prote g[ns han on a fence
,@ side Ca rini-Green
demolition site, 1995




Bathreom in Cabrini-
Green Homes (1984)

Kitchen in Cabrini-Green
Homes (1989)



Living Room in
Cabrini- Green
home (1991)

ping area in
icago public
sing project
(c. 1990s)



RESIDENT EXPERIENCES IN
DETERIORATING
BUILDINGS

Scan or call

-'.._'-—«:__

“They see public housing and they see it being decrepit like their boilers
aren’t working right, there are garbage chutes piling up with trash, there
are so many things that have happened and somehow society blames it
on the people that live there...Public housing hasn't received funding.
Year after year it's budget cuts, budget cuts, budget cuts and no one is
turning around and saying shame on you at our government, shame on
you congress, shame on you senate for cutting operational costs"

26
-DAPHANY ROSESANCHEZ
(Living at Cooper Park Houses in Brooklyn, NYC since 1992)

Henry Horner Homes with massive icicles hanging-from the winhdows, 1995



Scan or call

to ?sten to Na%a 's
oral history

el

A:“It was a mixture of the two. I think in an environment like
that you know you start to feel 1ike it’s a cage To our

dlfferent env1ronment they understood what we were going
through but to us, we grew up in these places so we thought it
was normal. 5 e a wild Iion that’s taken to the zoo
yanno° He knows what he’s missin he knows that this

< onmen apnorma On_I11a

in the zoo, this child only knows the zoo so he thinks it s a
normal environment S0 he adapts to that environment So I guess

the system that was structured that put us in thls env1ronment"
N A A A DA 7(Moved into the Robert Taylor
\ g - OUIN Homes, Chicago, in 19871)




Residents cleaning"m Cabrini-Green
apartments, 199“. :

Instead of working to fix up
neglected properties as
residents campaigned for,
federal and local
overnments used
deterioration as an excuse
to begin removing the
structures and people that
lived in them altogether.

v 0




After removing residents
from the neglected
buildings throughout the
I1970s-90s with the
promise of relocation to
decent housing

accommodations,
demolition of the
buildings commenced.

%
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THIS COLLECTION OF ZINES IS AN
ATTEMPT TO INVESTIGATE THE
HISTORY OF HOUSING INEQUITY IN
CHICAGO, MAKE IT ACCESSIBELE TO A

WIDER AUDIENCE, AND SUGGEST )
RESTITUTION To THESE WRoNes ROOSEVELT
BASED oN communtTy comments. UNIVERSITY
CONTINUE THE SERIES WITH VOLUME
IV: PUBLIC HOUSING DISPLACEMENT
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